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The Library will once again be a venue for the Long Beach International Film 
Festival. There will be a 12:00 noon screening of Face of a Nation on Saturday, 
Aug. 4, followed by a Q&A session with filmmaker/architect Mina Chow. At 1:45 
we will screen a series of dramatic short films followed by Q&A. All films shown at 
the Library are free of charge. 
 
We have received the three-tiered display table gifted by the Friends of the 
Library. It is located on the first floor between the Circulation and Reference 
desks. Currently, we are featuring three displays: 

1) Books by Fiona Davis who will be doing an author talk at the Library on 
August 22. 

2) Books from the PBS “Great American Read.” This is a nationwide voting 
contest for your favorite books. 

3) “Events of this day” – this display changes daily and features books, films, 
and music that relates to events of the day in history. 

 Although it has only been up for two weeks, this display is very popular, and we 
have received nothing but compliments about it. Thank you to the Friends of the 
Library for this gift and to Librarian Camille DiPietro who has assumed the role of 
“creative director” of the displays. 
 
The Library has purchased (2) 43” Samsung “smart” TV’s as per trustees vote. An 
electrician, who will be doing a number of other small jobs for us will be running 
convenient outlets for these units prior to mounting. He will also be running 
additional electrical lines to our “server room/custodians office.” The “operations 
center” for our computer systems have definitely outgrown the area it is in now. 
The additional lines will enable us to continue to operate for a few years without 
running the risk of damaging our equipment. We will also install a small window 
air conditioner in that office which will help increase heat dissipation in the 
summer months and assure a more efficient environment for our IT equipment. 
 
RAVE is an “app” that has been developed as a result of the school shootings that 
have taken place. It is a phone app that transmits emergency information to 



emergency services as well as to nearby individuals who also have the app. It 
potentially cuts down notification time to law enforcement and others that may 
be in other parts of the building. While we do not have all the details, as yet, we 
do know that County Executive Curran has announced that Nassau County has 
agreed to fund the app for all Nassau County libraries. More information will 
follow. 
 
Libraries have also been in the news recently as a result of a huge backlash 
against an article in Forbes Online by an LIU Economics professor who states that 
public libraries should be replaced with Amazon stores. The uproar from librarians 
and the general public caused Forbes to “take down” the article after a few days. 
The sentiment behind this article should serve as a “wake-up call” to all of us that 
we are not doing as much as we can in the areas of advocacy and in marketing our 
services.  
 
Ms. Lessard has been working on gathering proposals to replace the copy 
machines in our building. She and I have met with reps from the major copying 
companies, explained our needs, examined the upsides and downsides of leasing 
or buying, and reviewed proposals. At this point, Ms. Lessard’s experience as a 
procurement agent paid off – and each of the three finalists began to find more 
“wiggle room,” and initial offers were reduced…and then reduced again. We 
should finalize a good deal next week.  
 
Another outstanding accomplishment from one of our staff members – Bianca 
Rivera continues to distinguish herself in the field of “coding for kids.” She was 
recently commissioned to write a chapter in a book called 50 Coding Projects for 
Libraries which will be published by ALA Editions/Neal-Schuman (an imprint of 
the American Library Association). This is a prestigious publisher of library 
literature. Congratulations, Bianca. 
 
Camille DiPietro is running her third edition of Adult Summer Reading Club –using 
the theme “Libraries Rock.” As always, Ms. DiPietro has planned a number of fun 
activities including two small “crafts,” and an interactive rock and roll trivia 
contest. Additionally, she has arranged an author talk with Fiona Davis, whose 
new book, Masterpiece, will be released in early August. Ms Davis will be here on 



August 22 to highlight the end-of adult summer reading club party.  This year Ms. 
DiPietro has been assisted by Natasha Drax in the planning and running the club. 
Their creativity and boundless energy in making these events successful are to be 
commended. 
 
Senator Kaminsky’s office asked us to participate in a “school supply drive” 
through Sept 7. We did this last year and were able to fill and refill the collection 
box many times. 
 
The lineup for the Saturday and Sunday shows at Jazz at the Library are set. We 
are booking acts for Friday night, as well. The website is up and running with 
available information. Performer bios are being added. A banner using the event 
logo will be ordered. 
 
We are looking at replacing the carpeting in our auditorium. We have checked 
with the supplier that did a great job for us in the Youth Services office two years 
ago. Unfortunately the tiles we wanted have been discontinued. Our second 
choice proved to be more expensive than what we had in mind. We’ll  be trying a 
few other companies.  
 
At the request of Trustee Tansey, we had a “water cooler” installed at the West 
End Branch. I checked with Point Lookout, but they felt it wasn’t necessary there. 
 
 
  


