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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILIT*
POLICY IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES:

LEADING THE WAY TO A GREENER FUTURE

¥ Libraries Taking Action for a Sustainable Future @

Public libraries are more than just books—they’re leaders in
sustainability! By adopting eco-friendly practices, libraries are reducing
their environmental footprint and inspiring communities to take action.

How Libraries Are Going Green

v’ Energy Efficiency - Solar panels, LED lighting, and green building
designs

v’ E-Cycling & Tech Disposal — Responsible recycling for outdated
electronics B

v’ Sustainable Collections — Seed libraries ¥, book donations &, and
recycling

/Community Engagement - Workshops on climate action, urban
gardening, and waste reduction #

v~ Eco-Friendly Events — No single-use plastics (., compostable materials
©. and waste-conscious programming

Common Environmental

Sustainability Policies in Libraries

M Creen Building Standards — Many libraries aim for LEED
certification, using sustainable construction materials and energy-
efficient designs.

Waste Reduction & Recycling — Libraries implement
comprehensive recycling programs, including book donation
programs and responsible disposal of outdated materials.
® Energy Conservation - Libraries reduce energy consumption
through LED lighting, automated systems, and improved
insulation.
© Sustainable Procurement — Libraries prioritize eco-friendly
products, such as recycled paper, green cleaning supplies, and
ethically sourced materials.

& Water Conservation — Low-flow faucets, rainwater harvesting,
and native landscaping help libraries reduce water use.

¥ Environmental Literacy & Programming — Libraries educate
communities on climate change, conservation, and sustainable
practices through workshops and partnerships.




